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Disclaimer:  

Please excuse any errors that escaped us as editors! We are a work in progress! 

 

Over the Ocean, Across the World…By: Kaylee Cash 
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The newspaper staff has adopted a US 
Marine as a pen pal for the remainder of 
the school year.  He is  Mrs. Mac‟s cousin, 
and has recently been deployed to Af-
ghanistan. We decided to “catch up” with 
Kyle and learn a little bit about him. 

Kyle Chapman is an LCPL in the United 
States Marine Corps. He has been in the 
Marines for about 2 ½ years. He decided 
to join the Corps because military service 
is a tradition in his family, and it is a great 
way to explore and travel the world. He 
also wants to defend his country. Kyle‟s 
job title is a Field Radio Operator. “My job 
is very important. I have to keep commu-
nications open during an engagement or 
battle for secret reasons I can‟t share with 
you.” Kyle told us. 

He jokes that his favorite part of his job is 
“when he gets off work”! That is when he 
gets to relax and see whatever he can 
about the interesting places he is in. He 
just wishes there was a way to bring eve-
rybody home out of harm‟s way. “If I 
could make that happen, I would be a 
very happy marine!” Kyle says. 

Kyle is from Eas-
ley, South Caro-
lina, where he 
attended Easley 
High School. He 
was a part of the 
ROTC there. He 
graduated in 
2008. He is the 21 
year old son of 
Janette Petitt 

Chapman. He likes 
to eat, sleep, and 
watch movies just 
like you and I. He 
also likes to play NCAA Football video 
games. But best of all, Kyle says he likes to 
burn holes in his pockets,(LOL like spend-

ing big money!). 

The NFTN staff sent a box to Kyle to help 
him learn about each of us, too. We each 
put a small object we chose just for him, a 
letter we wrote about ourselves, and some 
Girl Scout Cookies bought from the Boys 
and Girls Club inside the box. Now Afghani-

stan has a little bit of CES there, also. 
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Katie Parris Enjoys Equestrian Hobby 

By: Mackenzi Scruggs 

Many students at our school have special talents and interesting hob-

bies. Katie Parris, in Mr. Wease‟s 4th grade class, has an interesting 
hobby. She enjoys trail riding with her family. Katie has been trail rid-

ing all her life. She has performed her talent at Camp Croft; the park 
has a horse riding and training camp. 

Campus Celebrities…...                                                                       
By: Abbie Martin 

Lights! Camera! Action! In this issue, we are going to spotlight Mrs. Deana S. Watson! 

 

Mrs. Watson is the assistant principal at Chesnee Elementary. Other 
positions she has held include a   2nd grade teacher from 1993-2001 

and a teacher assistant from 1990-1991. Mrs. Watson may seem like 
“just a principal” to MOST people, including me at first. Actually, she 
is one of the instructional leaders at CES. Instructional leaders help to 

educate students by finding successful teaching ideas and using them 
in the classroom. She also helps students preserve discipline so that 
they are as respectful as they could be. This is also a foundation of 

learning focus. As an adult, Mrs. Watson currently has been on cam-
pus twenty and a half years. Also, as a student she has been in this 
school seven years. That is a massive grand total of 27 ½ years! Mrs. 

Watson says: “As a grown-up, my favorite part of my job is watching 
so many children learn and grow up into successful grown-ups as a result of the way that CES has 
helped them and their families.” One thing that Mrs. Watson wishes she could 

 change about her job: by working more face-to-face with students, instead of office work. because 
she loves teaching writing and she would rather do more of that. Mrs. Watson also says, “I hope my 
students remember me as their prime supporter. I hope they also remember me by my doing what-

ever it takes to help them be successful in learning.” She tells us that she was a Chesnee Elementary 
School student, has been a Chesnee high Grad, finishing in 1988, and is the Varsity Assistant coach 
for the Chesnee Eagles Competition Cheer Squad. Mrs. Watson also said she is a USC Upstate Gradu-

ate in early Childhood Education and Elementary Education, also, a Converse Graduate with a Mas-
ter‟s degree in Leadership and Supervision in Education. She is a mother of 3 children, Gracyn,15, 
Luke,13, and Katie Faith,4. 

Mrs. Watson 

       Features Section... 

Here are some interesting facts 
about Katie: 

She and her family ride horses during their free time. They have 
several horses of their own. Her family members have been 
awarded around seventeen ribbons and a few trophies. It makes 

her ecstatic to know she has made progress in her work!  

Katie loves her hobby, and hopes you might give horseback rid-

ing a try, too! 



Student Spotlight...   
By: Anthony Ramirez and Caleb Coxey 

  

 

Autumn Farrell     

       

   Autumn‟s birthday is on No-

vember 22. She has 2 brothers and 1 sister. Her 

family used to live in Inman and Campobello, but 

she says it is so wonderful to live in Chesnee. Au-

tumn enjoys eating out and her favorite restaurant 

is Bantam Chef. Another favorite pass time is going 

to the movies; her favorite movie is Austin Powers. 

Autumn appreciates her parents very much and she 

would like to share with us that she loves her mom 

and dad. The person that she is inspired by is her 

brother. Education is important to him and he helps 

her in school. Autumn‟s goal in the future is to do 

good in school and in college.  

 

Miguel Ortiz    

The NFTN staff would 

like to introduce Mi-

guel Ortiz in Mrs. 

Wall‟s class. He was 

born June 14, 2001. 

Miguel has two sib-

lings.  Gael Ortiz is 2 

years old and Andres 

Ortiz is 13. He has al-

ways lived in Chesnee. His favorite restau-

rant is McDonalds. He loves watching the 

movie Beverly Hills Chihuahua 2. A goal he 

has set for life is to get a lot of money. 

Terry   Cardwell     

   

    

He was born on 5-8-

2001.  He has one sis-

ter and a brother.  He 

also used to live in 

Rutherfordton.  He also 

has a full blooded pit 

bull. His favorite res-

taurant is Burger King. 

Swoosh! His favorite movie is how to Train 

Your Dragon. His cousin inspires him be-

cause of lending him a hand when he needs 

help. His goal in the future is to be an athlete 

and earn a lot of medals.  

     David Yoak
       

David was born on October 4, 2001. That 

makes him 10 years old. He has 3 family 

members; his mom, Tiffany, his brother, 

Bandit, and his sister, Leslie. 

Before moving to Chesnee, he 

used to live in Forest City in 

North Carolina. He has 3 fish 

as His pets. David‟s favorite 

movie is How To Train Your 

Dragon, and Pokémon. The 

thing he would like to share 

with all of us is that he plays 

three sports. David enjoys this 

very much. The person that is   

inspired him is  his brother because they 

both like Pokémon. His goal for the future 

is to get in a good college and a job. 



Blood! Needles! Shots! 

By: Kaylee Cash 

 We have many remarkable parents in the school who inspire us to do great 
things, one of which is Mrs. Heather Carpenter! 

 Mrs. Carpenter has a daughter named Haylee, who is in Mrs. Duncan and Mrs. 
Revels’ class. Mrs. Carpenter recently attended Spartanburg Community College and 
received her Associate’s Degree in the Nursing Program. She graduated on December 
9th, of 2010. 

 Mrs. Carpenter decided to go back to school to get a job in a career that she 
loves. “I also have a better life for Haylee.” she tells reporters. Mrs. Carpenter has al-
ways loved taking care of people. When Haylee was three months old she had to have 
surgery. Mrs. Carpenter and her mom spent many days in the Children’s Hospital of Charlotte, North Carolina. Af-
ter all of this Mrs. Carpenter tells reporters, “Then I knew that nursing was for me!” She went back to school in the 
fall of 2005 to finish her pre-requisites, or courses you have to complete successfully to enter the nursing pro-
gram. She even made the Dean’s list, in 2006. She finally entered the Nursing Program in the fall of 2008. 

“It was hard going back to school since it had been since 1999, when I graduated from CHS. But with lots 
of hard work and support from my family I was able to finish.”  

 Mrs. Carpenter says that during graduation she was presented with the Florence Nightingale Award for 
giving excellent compassionate care to her patients and their families. “I haven’t found a job yet because in the 
state of South Carolina you have to be licensed to practice nursing.” Mrs. Carpenter says. “But I have had some 
job offers!” You have to take a state board test called the NCLEX-RN Exam to get a nursing license. Mrs. Carpenter 
actually took this exam on February 1st 2011. We would also like to congratulate her on passing this test!!! She 
said, “I studied extremely hard for this exam and I was ready to get it over with!”  

 Like I said, Congratulations to Mrs. Carpenter and her family, also! 

    

Haylee Carpenter 

Students and Parents in Action... 

E-Readers All Around….. 

By: Alyssa Morris 

Have you ever heard of the ipad, Nook, NookColor, and the Kindle? Well if you haven’t they are very cool high tech 
e readers. For other words it is like a mini computer. 

 The ipad is very high tech. It has the internet and books. The Nook has books and library storage. The NookColor 

is different only because everything is in color, and the screen is all touch. The Kindle is pretty much the same as 

the nook. Several people in our school have one of these e-readers. This reporter caught up with Mrs. Mac, Mrs. 

West, Mrs. Parker, and Alex Lee to see how much they are enjoying their new readers. All 4 people had only posi-

tive things to say about them. Mrs. West and Mrs. Mac both have nooks. Alex has a new ipad, and Mrs. Parker has 

a Kindle. After talking with them, I put together a little comparison chart. Read below and decide which one would 

be best for you! Happy reading….. 

IPAD, KINDLE, AND THE NOOK WHICH WOULD YOU CHOOSE? 

  IPAD kindle nook Nook  color 

prices Around $500 Around 

$139 

Around $149 Around $250 

apps Internet sites, and 
video games 

Travel guides, interac-
tive books 

Games, and 6 apps The same as the 
nook. 

Do you enjoy it? Yes yes Yes yes 

Do you use it for 
school work? 

Yes because it has 
intenet. 

Yes because I can read 
books 

no no 



Artist  Spotlight                       by:  Alyssa Morris 

 

 Do you love to draw? Well Lizzie Cash 

sure does. She is in the “spotlight student” for 

art in this issue. She loves to draw. The medi-

ums she used 

were paints and 

color pastels. She 

painted snow-

men. Lizzie was 

thinking about all 

the fun she had 

with her family 

members when 

she created this 

piece.  The piece 

was displayed at the Chapman Cultural Center on January 25th in 

2011. Lizzie says she can express her feelings when she draws. 

Thank you Lizzie for sharing your art work with us.  

Miss  Lizzie Cash 

Boys and Girls Club Student of the Year ... 
 

 Congratulations  

to  

Anthony Ramirez  

for having been selected CES Student of 
the Year. Anthony went on to compete 

against students in District 1,2,and 3. 
We are pleased to announce that he has 

been chosen District Student of the 
Year, also.      We are so P-R-O-U-D! 



Former  CES Students Excel in Varsity Level Sports… 

By: Bo Walker 

Colby Painter Loves Basketball    

 Former CES student, Colby Painter, plays several sports at the high school level. One he ex-

cels in is basketball. Colby is a shooting guard for Chesnee High School. His team went 10-11 

this season. He will be a Lander after this season because he has signed with Lander Univer-

sity to play baseball. His favorite stretch or warm up is lay lanes. Colby says basketball has 

made him a better athlete for baseball.  The toughest game this season for Colby and his 

teammates was against Pendleton. Advice that Colby would give to young athletes is to prac-

tice like you play. Colby believes that grades are a major part of playing sports.  He says if you 

don‟t have good grades you don‟t get into a successful college. Colby seems like an athlete 

that is very motivated and loves what he does. If he has the opportunity, he would like to 

spend some time working with and giving advice to young athletes.   

Chesnee Middle School Basketball 

By: Jacob Henson 

    

Jay-Jay Kane: 

       Former Chesnee Elementary School student Jay- Jay Kane is now a sensation with the 
Chesnee Middle School‟s basketball team. Jay-Jay Kane stays in shape by lifting weights for 

two hours every morning. He also runs for two to three miles. His position is point guard, 
sometimes he plays shooting guard. Jay-Jay practices every day except Sundays. He would tell 
a younger player to never quit, and you have to believe you can do it, instead of you can‟t. 

Jay-Jay‟s favorite team is the Los Angeles Lakers. His favorite all-time player is Michael Jordan 
, his favorite player in the league right now is Kobe Bryant. The amazing Jay-Jay Kane wants 
to play basketball for the University of North Carolina. 

Blackley Twins Excel, too! 

      Bryson Blackley: He is always at the weight room and if he is not there he is at school 
or at home practicing.  The position he plays point guard and shooting guard. He practices 

every day. Bryson would tell a younger player if you want to play sports you have to dedicate 
your time to it. His favorite team is the San Antonio Spurs. He loves Kobe Bryant. Bryson 
wants to go to Clemson University and play basketball. Good luck Bryson. 

       Brandon Blackley: is an awesome basketball player, he goes to the weight room and 

lifts weights to stay in shape. Brandon position is point guard. Brandon has practice every day 

of the week except Sunday but he practices at home. He would tell younger player to pursue 

in the sport that you like and you might make it far in the sport. He also loves the Boston  Cel-

tics, and Lebron James. Brandon would like to attend the college Oregon to play basketball for 

them. 

CHS and CMS Have Shining Sports Stars….. 

By: Bo walker and Jacob Henson 



CHS Competitive Cheer Team….                           By: Bo Walker 

Gracin Watson, a former NFTN reporter,  is a 

member of the Chesnee High School Com-
petitive Cheer Team. This is a sport that she 
trains hard in and enjoys very much! Gracin 

says her high school squad has 17 members. 
She also cheers on a travel team called Rock-
star. It has 35 cheerleaders on that squad.  

Gracin prepares for her sport by taking tum-
bling classes, having experience in stunting, 

weightlifting, and running. She feels that the 
position you are in on the team is relevant to 
how you train. “The toughest time in our sea-

son is „crunch time‟. This is the time when a 
big competition is coming up.” says Gracin.  
During this time, 

practices are sometimes extended and intensified. It is when the 
cheerleaders are told to “step up their game”.  The squad‟s journey 
to a Competitive Cheer State Championship was really a year long! 

It involved long hours of tough practices, but was also filled with 
fun, laughter, and good friends. And, it definitely paid off in the 
end! 

Gracin is also on the track team. She feels that this helps to keep 
her in tip top shape for Competition Cheer. “ Running keeps you in 
shape and is a necessity to any sport, in my opinion”, shares Gracin. 

The CES Competitive Cheer Team didn‟t win state this year, but 
they did make it to the finals. It is obvious that they worked hard 
towards their goal. I hope they can do it next year! 

Sports News continued:                                                 

The Boys and Girls Club Basketball Team  

By:Terrence Duren 

 

The Boys and Girls Club basketball team has two 
coaches. They are:   Head Coach- Ms. Sam, Assis-
tant Coach- Mr. McKinney. Boys and Girls Club 
basketball team record is 0-1-0. They had a game 
on January the 11th   vs. Park Hills; the score was 
14 to 26. Their starting line-up is Kobe Miller - 
point guard, shooter guard -Terrence Duren, small 
forward -Samantha Speegle , power forward –
Noah Loveridge and center -Makayla Loving.  

The team scene before the Park Hills game! 

Gracin “back in the day”! 



 

                                                                                           

Lights, Camera, ANNIE!!!!  

                                        
By: Makayla Scruggs 

 

 

 

Everyone has heard of a musical or a Broadway play, but have you ever heard 

of the Broadway play Annie? The Broadway play Annie is about an eleven-year-old 
redheaded girl. She is a very optimistic and "spunky" person living during the Great 

Depression   at an orphanage in New York City. All the other kids know for sure that 
they are orphans, but Annie refuses to believe that she is one.  She is in great 
hopes that she will someday find her parents. The plot follows the wide-ranging ad-

ventures of Annie, her dog Sandy, and her benefactor Oliver, "Daddy" Warbucks, 
who will soon become her “Father” in the end of the play. The play was performed 

in Gershwin Theatre, formerly the Uris, near Time Square in N.Y. City.  It was the 
largest at that time. 

The opening night of the Broadway play was April 21, 1977.  The director‟s 

name was Martin Charnin, and the chorographer‟s name was Peter Gennaro. Differ-

ent actors and actresses have preformed this play at different Broadway theatres 

2,377 times.  It must have been good if they have done the play that many 

times!!!! There were many girls who have played Annie, but the first one was An-

drea McArdle. This fascinating play has actually won a few awards. One award goes 

to Andera McArdle  for Best Leading Actress in a Musical , Best Costume Design - 

Theoni V. Aldredge, Best Leading Actor in a Musical Ried Shelton, Best Choreogra-

phy - Peter Gennaro. Did you know that the musical Annie was originally a comic 

strip by Harold Grey, and a movie as well. I can guarantee that they are just as 

good as the play!!!! So, if you or your family is ever interested in going to see a 

Broadway play, this is one of the best!!!  



Kid’s Choice….      Book Report         by: Alina Andrushchenko 

Sarah, Plain, and Tall 
The author is Patricia Maclachlan.  
The setting of this story is somewhere in the great 

American prairie at the time when horses were what 

people used as cars. The plot of this story is about a girl 

named Anne, her little brother Caleb. Anne and Caleb 

were 2 motherless children. Their mom used to sing 

songs all the time, but now the house is always quiet. 

One night their father has some news for them. He said 

that he was getting a new wife. Anne and Caleb’s father 

write many letters to his future wife. Then one day their 

father goes to the train station to pick up his new wife, 

and in a few hour he is home with Sarah. Sarah and her 

husband get along pretty good throughout the story. 

This book is worth 1.0 point in A.R.          

Meet the Author  

                   By: Jonathan Chrzanowski  

 

 One of my favorite authors is Gary Paulsen. I will tell you a little about him. He 

is one of America’s favorite writers, and was born in May of 1939. Mr. Paulsen is a 

master storyteller who has written a lot of books, over 175! My 

favorite is Hatchet. The story is about a boy that is going to see 

his father in a plane, but the pilot has a heart attack and he 

crashes in the water. The boy swims to shore, and is stranded so 

he has to find a way to survive on an island. He has written sto-

ries that go along with Hatchet, too.  Brian’s Hunt, Brian’s Win-

ter and, The River are in a sequence after Hatchet.  Read some 

more of his work and I bet you will enjoy the books as much as I 

do! 



Make plans to join us in 

the school cafeteria on 

March 15, at 7:00 pm . 

Directed By: Edie Willis, in collaboration with the Baillie 

Chesnee Elementary 5th Grade Classes 

           Present:        “Oliver” 

Miss Kaylee Cash 

As 

“Oliver” 

Gabby Butz 

As 

“Dodger” 

Zac Henson 

As 

“Bill Sykes” 

Alexes Allison and  Alyssa Morris 

As 

“Nancy and Bet” 

Airic Phetasa and Carissa Mattox 

As 

“Mr. and Mrs. Sowerberry” 

Kade Weaver 

As 

“Mr. Brownlow” 

Dylan McCraw 

As 

“The Baliff” 

The Orphan Chorus 

And 

The Pickpocket Chorus 

Mrs. Dottie Martin 

As 

“A host of characters” 

Join us for an evening of family entertainment! 

Adult ticket: $5.00 

Child ticket: $3.00 


